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society and the middle classes, while the Russians, the Prus-
sians, and our own minister have lost favor in the public eye.
People are tired of so many amusements, worried by so much
expense, the only results of which will be that we shall have
brought Russia into Hungary, lost Galicia within a few years,
dethroned the most ancient family in Germany, established a
perpetual hatred between Saxons and Prussians, and placed the
latter at the mercy of Russia, who, as mistress of Poland, will
be within four days' march of Berlin and within easy striking
distance of the heart of Germany.
Besides all this, we shall have, if we can, sanctioned the
usurpation of Naples, rewarded in Murat the crimes we pun-
ished in Bonaparte, and horrified the world by the most infa-
mous politics ever practiced, which the Russians, English,
French, Spanish, Italians, and all Europe, will lay exclusively
to our door and especially to that of Prince Metternich, who,
I am sorry to say, is losing more and more the favor of the
people, to the point where I had to defend him against people
who were saying that he had been bought by Murat, which
proves to what extent people are angered at him.
As for Alexander, it can be said that he is well understood
in Vienna. He is thought to be a schemer who practices
philanthropy with honest people but who also wants to stay
in good with the rabble, so as to have everyone on his side.
People call him deceitful, lacking in moral sense but preach-
ing good will like a saint and keeping up appearances. This
monarch is not only disliked here but also despised and
hated.
The Prussians have no more liking for him than the Vien-
nese, but they conceal their feelings in public and talk frankly
only in small groups.
Last Friday, the twenty-eighth, the English ambassador
visited, Mme. de Sagan during the evening. All of a sudden
this eccentric turned to her and said: "What do you think of
Alexander? For my part, I consider him an ambitious lunatic
and an imposter. That is my opinion. What do you say?"
The Duchess, startled and embarrassed by this disclosure
made before ten other persons, at first smiled, and then said:
"I find, Milord, that you are taking the bit between the
teeth like the horse which you gave my sister Dorothea this